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I had the legal position re-examined and I found that the opinion
of Government Law Officers was more correct than mine, viz.,
that reprints did not come under the forfeiture orders. But as we
had commenced sale of these books for the sake of civil disobedience,
I felt that whilst excitement lasted, it was better for me not to
enter upon long explanations to the public in order to justify these
sales.

You will have noticed that there was no hartal in Surat or
other places. I was wrong too in thinking that Dr. Hora was a
satyagrahi.

Tours sincerely 9

M. K. G.

From a photostat: S.N. 6611

282.   LETTER TO SIR. S. SUBRAMANIA IYER
LABURNUM ROAD,
BOMBAY,
May 14, 1919
DEAR DR.  SUBRAMANIAM,
I enclose herewith a copy of Mrs. Besant's letter addressed to
me on your behalf and also of my reply1 to it. I have found it diffi-
cult to believe the statements made in it. For I know nothing of
over-persuasion, nor can I believe that you can possibly deviate
from the true' path even at the dictation of a great risk*. And
can any pledge prevent a man from following truth? But of course
you shall say whether statements imputed to me are correct. For
me satyagraha has never shone so brightly as it does today. It has
weathered the storm of repression from Government and it is
now facing the storm from those who want to start civil dis-
obedience to cover their practice of violence. It is satyagraha that
has localized the disturbances and that has made possible for Bom-
bay to exercise amazing self-restraint in spite of the most irritating
temptation presented by Mr. Horniman's deportation. I hope you
are keeping well.
Tours sincerely,
M, K. G,
From a photostat: S.N. 6605
l Ytit "Better to Annie Besant", 10-